
                                                                                                              

 

 

Announcement the Winners of the 

1st EOS OpenSees Research and Innovation Awards 

 

 

 

The Eurasian Association of OpenSees (EOS) is thrilled to announce the winners of the 1st EOS 

OpenSees Research and Innovation Awards. This award was established to recognize and promote 

excellence in research, development, and innovative applications related to the OpenSees platform. 

We were overwhelmed to receive a vast number of high-quality applications from all over the world, 

showcasing the global impact of the OpenSees community. The task of selecting the winners was a 

challenging one, and we extend our sincere gratitude to the international jury for the diligent and impartial 

evaluation. 

After a thorough review process, we are proud to celebrate the following individuals for their outstanding 

contributions to the advancement of computational modeling and structural analysis. 

Congratulations to all our winners and honorees!  

The awards will be formally conferred during the next Eurasian OpenSees Days (EOS) 

Conference that will take place at EPFL in Lausanne, Switzerland, on July 5–7, 2026.  

We thank everyone who participated and contributed to making this inaugural competition a resounding 

success. 

 

The Committee of the Eurasian Association of OpenSees (EOS) 

XinZheng Lu - Tsinghua University 

Jiang Liming - The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Zhijian Qiu - Xiamen University 

Ahmed Elkady - University of Southampton 

Giorgio Monti - Sapienza University of Rome 

Cristoforo Demartino - Roma Tre University 

 

  

https://www.eurasianopensees.com/
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Winners 

Best Paper Award 

This award recognizes outstanding research that highlights the effective use of OpenSees in addressing 

complex engineering challenges. A total of €3,000 is shared among the three sub-categories. 

• Structural Engineering Applications (€1,000) 

o Winner: Yuan Tian - University of Science and Technology Beijing 

o Paper: Y. Tian, Y. Fei, Y. Huang, X. Lu. A universal rate-dependent damping model for 

arbitrary damping-frequency distribution, Engineering Structures (2022), DOI: 

10.1016/j.engstruct.2022.113894 

• Geotechnical Problems (€1,000) 

o Winner: Yu-Wei Hwang - National Taiwan University 

o Paper: Y.W. Hwang, S. Dashti. Seismic interactions among multiple structures founded 

on liquefiable soils in a city block, Journal of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental 

Engineering (2021), DOI: 10.1061/JGGEFK.GTENG-10262. 

• Pre/Post-processing & Implementations (€1,000) 

o Winner: Maria Laura Leonardi - University of Minho, School of Engineering, ISISE  

o Paper: M.L. Leonardi, J. Granja, D.V. Oliveira, M. Azenha. Scalable BIM-based open 

workflow for structural analysis of masonry building aggregates, Computers & Structures 

(2024), DOI: 10.1016/j.compstruc.2024.107321. 

Best Ph.D. Doctoral Research Project 

Two prizes of €750 each are awarded to Ph.D. candidates who have demonstrated an outstanding 

application or development of OpenSees in their doctoral research. 

• Winner (€750): Christina El Moussawi - Sapienza University of Rome 

o Supervisor: Prof. Giuseppe Quaranta (Sapienza University of Rome). 

• Winner (€750): Claudio Perez - University of California, Berkeley 

o Supervisors: Prof. Khalid M. Mosalam and Prof. Filip C. Filippou (University of 

California, Berkeley). 

Ph.D. Complimentary Conference Registrations  

These prizes are awarded at the jury's discretion to doctoral submissions of particular interest and include 

free registration to the upcoming Eurasian OpenSees Days (EOS) Conference that will take place 

at EPFL in Lausanne, Switzerland, on July 5–7, 2026. 

• Besim Yukselen - University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia 

o Supervisors: Prof. Ricardo Monteiro (University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia; 

University of Porto) and Prof. Gianrocco Mucedero (University School for Advanced 

Studies IUSS Pavia). 

• Christian Pignanelli - Sapienza University of Rome 

o Supervisors: Prof. Paolo Franchin (Sapienza University of Rome) and Prof. Michael H. 

Scott (Oregon State University). 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2022.113894
https://doi.org/10.1061/JGGEFK.GTENG-10262
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compstruc.2024.107321
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Certificates of Distinction 

In addition to the main prize winners, the jury has awarded Honorable Mentions to submissions of 

outstanding quality. 

Best Paper Award 

• Structural Engineering Applications 

o Jin Qiu (The Hong Kong Polytechnic University) — J. Qiu, L. Jiang. Development of 

modular and reusable AI models for fast predicting fire behaviour of steel columns in structural systems, 

Engineering Structures (2023), DOI: 10.1016/j.engstruct.2023.116994. 

o Milad Roohi (University of Nebraska – Lincoln) — M. Roohi, E.M. Hernandez, D. 

Rosowsky. Reconstructing Element-by-Element Dissipated Hysteretic Energy in Instrumented 

Buildings: Application to the Van Nuys Hotel Testbed, Journal of Engineering Mechanics (2021), 

DOI: 10.1061/(ASCE)EM.1943-7889.0001864. 

o Nicolas G. Leiva (University of Chile) — N.G. Leiva, R.A. Herrera, L.M. Massone, J.F. 

Beltrán. Numerical modeling of beam plastic hinges in steel moment resisting frames including local 

buckling and stiffness/strength degradation, Structures (2024), DOI: 

10.1016/j.istruc.2024.106195. 

o Volkan Ozsarac (University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia) — V. Ozsarac, 

N. Pereira, H. Mohamed, X. Romão, G.J. O'Reilly. The Built Environment Data Framework 

for Simulated Design and Vulnerability Modelling in Earthquake Engineering, Earthquake 

Engineering & Structural Dynamics (2024), DOI: 10.1002/eqe.4378. 

• Geotechnical Problems 

o Stella Karafagka (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) — S. Karafagka, S. Fotopoulou, 

D. Pitilakis. The Effect of Soil Liquefaction and Lateral Spreading to the Seismic Vulnerability of RC 

Frame Buildings Considering SSI, Journal of Earthquake Engineering (2023), DOI: 

10.1080/13632469.2023.2193658. 

• Pre/Post-processing & Implementations 

o Yexiang Yan (McGill University & Xihua University) — Y. Yan, Y. Xie. opstool: A Python 

library for OpenSeesPy analysis automation, streamlined pre- and post-processing, and enhanced data 

visualization, SoftwareX (2025), DOI: 10.1016/j.softx.2025.102126. 

Best Ph.D. Doctoral Research Project 

• Luis Fernando Caballero Castro (Universidad de la Sabana) — Supervisors: Prof. Carlos 

Montes (Universidad de la Sabana); Prof. Jesús D. Villalba (Pontificia Universidad Javeriana); 

Prof. Orlando Arroyo (Universidad Industrial de Santander). 

• Mohammed M. Eladly (Johns Hopkins University) — Supervisor: Prof. Benjamin William 

Schafer (Johns Hopkins University). 

• Mostafa Roozbahan (Izmir Institute of Technology, IZTECH) — Supervisor: Prof. Gürsoy 

Turan (Izmir Institute of Technology, IZTECH). 

• Zhiruoyu Wang (The University of Queensland) — Supervisors: Dr. David Lange, Dr. Anwar 

Orabi, Dr. Matthew Mason (The University of Queensland); Dr. Weiyong Wang (Chongqing 

University). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2023.116994
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)EM.1943-7889.0001864
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.istruc.2024.106195
https://doi.org/10.1002/eqe.4378
https://doi.org/10.1080/13632469.2023.2193658
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.softx.2025.102126

